Evaluation of the safety of recombinant interleukin-2 (rIL-2) and rIL-2 plus 5-fluorouracil (5-FU) in the adjuvant treatment of gastric cancer patients.
Eight patients received either recombinant Interleukin-2 (rIL-2) alone or rIL-2 plus 5-Fluorouracil (5-FU) by constant infusion after undergoing potentially curative surgery for gastric cancer. rIL-2, given at a dose of 18 x 10(6) IU/m2/24 hours, was safely tolerated and only two episodes of WHO grade 3 toxicities occurred, both of which promptly responded to treatment and temporary interruptions of rIL-2 infusions. 5-FU infusions given at 12.5 mg/kg/24 hours did not alter the rebound lymphocytosis seen after completion of rIL-2 infusions. We conclude that the administration of rIL-2 and rIL-2 plus 5-FU to cancer patients recovering from major surgery is safe and well tolerated.